Creating and Using Student Friendly Writing Rubrics

Student friendly rubrics provide guidelines that can help students understand what is expected of them on a statewide writing assessment. These rubrics use less technical, “kid-friendly” terminology to describe the features of effective writing. Rather than using bulleted statements, kid friendly rubrics may use complete sentences written in the first person (e.g. “I have taken a clear stand on the issue and I fully support it with appropriate personal of factual information.” rather than “Fully developed controlling idea that addresses all aspects of the assigned writing task”).
For student friendly rubrics to be truly student friendly, they should be developed with students, not by the teacher alone. Although this may take some time, it will serve the purpose of clarifying the expectations in the GPS for high school writers. 

It is important that students first try to describe what makes a piece of persuasive writing effective in their own words. Begin by providing students with at least three writing samples that show the low, medium, and high ranges of the scoring scale. Ask the class to discuss how these pieces of writing are alike and different. These samples can be the annotated model papers from the GHSWT Assessment and Instructional Guide. 

Record student comments about the writing samples on the board. Record comments about the whole range of samples from effective to ineffective. It is not necessary to classify the comments into specific categories or “domains” at this point in the process; that is the next step. Either the teacher or the class may suggest domain names to classify the different features of writing listed on the board. This will increase students’ working vocabulary about the many features of writing. Students may already be able to point out weaknesses in a piece of writing, but may not yet have a working vocabulary to describe effective writing. 
If students have difficulty categorizing their comments, it might be useful to distribute the student writing checklist for persuasive writing from the Assessment and Instructional Guide. The bulleted statements in the writing checklists are divided into four categories. There are also many, many models of student friendly rubrics for high school writing available online at no cost. Type “student friendly writing rubric” into your search engine to find these. Share these models with the class also.
It is appropriate for student friendly rubrics to be less complex than the statewide rubrics for writing. Each section or domain may only contain a few statements that address the most important components for writing. It is not necessary for the student friendly rubric to represent all five levels of writing described in the Georgia rubrics.  At some point, you may choose to share the full state rubrics for the GHSWT with the class.

As your rubric takes shape, post the rubric in the classroom and share it with parents. You may find that as student skills develop over the year, you would like to revisit the beginning of the year rubric and revise it. 
As you experiment with creating student friendly rubrics for writing in the classroom, please share your successes, challenges and questions by sending them to the Testing Division of the GaDOE. We will be updating these pages with new instructional strategies several times a year. 
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